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Week Ending Friday, September 27, 2002

Proclamation 7596—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 2002
September 20, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Entrepreneurs help make America strong 

and are essential to our economic success. 
Their talent, skill, and hard work have helped 
sustain our Nation since its founding; and 
their disciplined work ethic and capacity for 
innovation reflect the true character of our 
country. During Minority Enterprise Devel-
opment Week, we celebrate our more than 
3 million minority-owned businesses, and we 
recognize the important contributions they 
make to the United States of America. 

To promote prosperity in our Nation, Gov-
ernment must help create an environment 
where innovative, hardworking, and deter-
mined individuals have the opportunity to 
fully participate and succeed in our economy. 
Last year’s tax relief initiative, including the 
repeal of the ‘‘Death Tax,’’ was an important 
part of developing an enhanced business cli-
mate in America. And this year, I signed two 
pieces of legislation into law that will pro-
mote growth. The Trade Act of 2002 gives 
me new Trade Promotion Authority that will 
help boost our economy, create new jobs, 
and provide America with the opportunity to 
participate in new and emerging inter-
national markets. And the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act of 2002 will improve business practices 
by creating tough corporate responsibility 
laws that will help expose and punish acts 
of corruption and protect small investors. 
These vital initiatives will benefit minority 
business enterprises and help these impor-
tant job creators compete fully and fairly in 
the global economy. 

My Administration, through the efforts of 
the Department of Commerce’s Minority 
Business Development Agency (MBDA) and 

the Small Business Administration (SBA), is 
committed to promoting the growth of mi-
nority businesses. In FY 2001, the MBDA 
assisted minority businesses in gaining access 
to $1.6 billion in contracts. In addition, last 
year the SBA offered assistance to more than 
1 million small business owners, and con-
tinues to play a major role in our Nation’s 
disaster relief efforts by making low-interest 
recovery loans available to Americans. The 
important efforts of the MBDA and SBA 
help businesses build entrepreneurial oppor-
tunity for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 22 
through September 28, 2002, as Minority 
Enterprise Development Week. I call upon 
all Americans to celebrate this week with ap-
propriate observances, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities, and to recognize the countless con-
tributions of our Nation’s minority enter-
prises. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this Twentieth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 21, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

The President’s Radio Address 
September 21, 2002

The President. Good morning. In the past 
week, U.S. officials in Pakistan took custody 
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of five Al Qaida members, including a key 
strategist for the September the 11th attacks. 
And here in America, Federal agents ar-
rested six men suspected of having trained 
at Al Qaida terrorist camps in Afghanistan. 

These arrests remind us that we are en-
gaged in a new kind of war, fought on many 
fronts, including the homefront. The arrests 
also remind us that the enemy is still at large, 
threatening our safety and security. Defeat-
ing terrorism requires constant vigilance and 
preparation by our citizens and by our Gov-
ernment. 

One way for the Congress to protect the 
American people is to pass legislation cre-
ating a new Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. This new Department must have a sin-
gle, overriding responsibility, to coordinate 
our homeland defense efforts, which are now 
scattered across the Government. 

After less than a week of debate, the 
House of Representatives passed a good bill, 
a bill that gives me the flexibility to confront 
emerging threats quickly and effectively. Yet 
after 3 weeks of debate, the Senate has still 
not passed a bill I can sign. The legislation 
the Senate is debating is deeply flawed. The 
Senate bill would force the new Department 
to fight against terror threats with one hand 
tied behind its back. The Department of 
Homeland Security must be able to move 
people and resources quickly, to respond to 
threats immediately without being forced to 
comply with a thick book of bureaucratic 
rules. 

Yet the current Senate approach keeps in 
place a cumbersome process that can take 
5 months to hire a needed employee and 18 
months to fire someone who is not doing his 
job. In the war on terror, this is time we do 
not have. 

Even worse, the Senate bill would weaken 
my existing authority to prohibit collective 
bargaining when national security is at stake. 
Every President since Jimmy Carter has had 
this very narrow authority throughout the 
Government, and I need this authority in the 
war on terror. As Democrat Senator Zell Mil-
ler said, ‘‘The daunting task of securing this 

country is almost incomprehensible. Let’s 
not make it more difficult by tying this Presi-
dent’s hands and the hands of every Presi-
dent who comes after him.’’

In an effort to break the logjam in the Sen-
ate, Senator Miller and Republican Senator 
Phil Gramm have taken the lead in crafting 
a bipartisan alternative to the current flawed 
Senate bill. I commend them and support 
their approach. Their proposal would provide 
the new Secretary of Homeland Security 
much of the flexibility he needs to move peo-
ple and resources to meet new threats. It will 
protect every employee of the new Depart-
ment against illegal discrimination and build 
a culture in which Federal employees know 
they are keeping their fellow citizens safe 
through their service to America. 

I ask you to call your Senators and to urge 
them to vote for this bipartisan alternative. 
Senators Miller and Gramm, along with Sen-
ator Fred Thompson, have made great 
progress in putting the national interest 
ahead of partisan interest. I’m confident that 
every Senator, Republican and Democrat, 
wants to do what is best for America. Cre-
ating a new Department of Homeland Secu-
rity will make America stronger and safer. 
It is time for the Senate to act. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:15 p.m. on 
September 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
21. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 20 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Ramzi bin 
al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of help-
ing to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and 
suspected terrorists Sahim A. Alwan, Yahya A. 
Goba, Yasein A. Taher, and Shafal A. Mosed, who 
were arrested in Lackawanna, NY, on September 
13, Faysal Galab, who was arrested in Lackawanna 
on September 14, and Mukhtar Ali Albakri, who 
had also been living in Lackawanna and whose 
arrest was announced on September 16. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of this address.
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Proclamation 7597—Family Day, 
2002
September 20, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s character begins in the home, 

where children learn proper standards of 
conduct, principled values, and the impor-
tance of service. Families provide children 
the encouragement, support, and love they 
need to become confident, compassionate, 
and successful members of society. We must 
work together to promote and preserve the 
health and security of our families by uphold-
ing the timeless values that have sustained 
our society through history. 

Recent events have reminded Americans 
of the blessings of family and friends, and 
of the importance of faith. As a Nation, we 
have a renewed dedication to our freedom, 
our country, and our principles. In homes, 
schools, places of worship, the workplace, 
and civic and social organizations, we must 
continue to encourage responsibility, com-
passion, and good citizenship. 

Americans must also act to fight crime and 
drugs, and provide a safe and healthy envi-
ronment for our children. We can begin by 
working to strengthen the bonds and improv-
ing communication between parents and 
children. Research done by the National 
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse 
at Columbia University has consistently 
shown that the more often children eat din-
ner with their parents, the less likely children 
are to smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs. Nat-
urally, parents should be the most prominent 
and active figures in their children’s lives. By 
spending more family time together, parents 
can better engage with their children and en-
courage them to make the right choices. 

The nurturing and development of our 
families require investment, focus, and com-
mitment. Strong families make strong and 
drug-free communities. By taking time to de-
velop positive and open relationships with 
their children, parents help fight the war on 
drugs and encourage positive choices. Across 
our land, citizens, schools, and civic institu-
tions can assist families by helping to meet 

the needs of all those who live in our commu-
nities. As we work together to strengthen our 
families, we will build a Nation of hope and 
opportunity for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 23, 
2002, as Family Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this day by 
spending quality time with family members 
and engaging in other nurturing activities to 
strengthen the relationships between parents 
and children and help fight against substance 
abuse. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this Twentieth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 23, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

Remarks to the Community in 
Trenton, New Jersey 
September 23, 2002

Thanks a lot for coming out this morning. 
It is my honor to be back in New Jersey. 
I want to thank you all for coming out. I want 
to thank the people of the New Jersey Army 
and Air National Guard for your hospitality. 
I’m here to talk about how best to make 
America a stronger country, a safer country, 
and a better country for all of us. 

There is a old bridge over the Delaware 
River that says, ‘‘Trenton makes; the world 
takes.’’ It talks about the work ethic of the 
people of this part of our country. It talks 
about the creativity. It talks about the true 
strength of America. The true strength of 
America are our fellow citizens. The strength 
of our country is the people of America. And 


